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TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 1828. 


No. 6. : 


I. 
CASES OF INTERMITTENT FEVER. 


1. Tertian. 


M. Keef, ztat. 40. Entered 
the Hospital Oct. 2d. Was at- 
tacked early last summer. Dis- 
ease continued seven weeks. He 
was well from that time till the 
23d of September ; since then he 
has had a paroxysm every other 
day. Countenance now sallow 
and thin; pulse 90, small and fee- 
ble ; tongue dry and slightly coat- 
ed. Is weak ; without appetite ; 
costive. Paroxysm of fever yes- 
terday, following the warm bath. 
Is fatigued; is directed to keep 
quiet. 

Oct. 3d. 9 A.M. As yester- 
day, still costive. 


R. Hyd. Submuriat. gr. viij. 
Pulv. Jalap, gr. xij. 
R. Liquor Potas. Arsenit. gtt. viij. 
night and morning. At 20 minutes 


past 4 P. M. had a paroxysm. 
4th. Two dejections, small. 


Increase liquor to 10 gtt. and 
6 


give a dose at noon in addition to 
others. 

5th. An imperfect paroxysm at 
2P.M. yesterday. Costive. Ca- 


thartic. Increase liquor to xij. 
drops. Continued liquor to the 


9th. Now nausea; omit drops. Got. 
an emetic. Took drops onthe 
11th. Cinchona was substituted 
for these onthe 12th. Diarrhea 
on the 14th, and the cinchona was 
omitted. This patient had no 
aroxysm after that of the 5th. 
emedies were continued to pre- 
vent a subsequent recurrence. 
He was discharged well on the 
5th of November. He remained 
in the house on account of ascites, 
which was observed on the 16th 
of October, but which yielded 
with little difficulty to remedies. 


2. Quotidian. 


J. McConnel, wtat. 24. Aug. 
86th, 1823 : was attacked with 
quotidian, May, 1821, while de- 
scending the Missouri ; lasted a 
month, and then assumed the ter- | 
tian form, which continued six 
months. May, 1822, fever re- 
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turned, and lasted till November. 
Attacked again February, 1823, 
and was not cured till the June 
following. All the above time, 
has been more or less exposed to 
the causes of the disease. The 
last week while at sea, was not 
well, and yesterday was seized 
with an unusually severe parox- 
ysm of fever. Not only is the 
chill and the heat violent in these 
paroxysms, but there is great op- 
pression at the stomach, pain in 
the head, and at times delirium. 
The precursory symptoms, uni- 
versal pains, more particularly in 
the limbs, are most severe. Stom- 
ach much oppressed previous to 
the last paroxysm, from eating 
watermelon. An emetic was 
given with some relief, and an 
opiate directed at bed time. 

Aug. 27th. Sitting up; com- 
fortable ; some pain across the 
lower part of the chest ; tongue 
slightly coated ; pulse 84; very 
little appetite. 


R. Hyd. Submuriat. gr, x. 
Pulv. Jalap, gr. xij. M. Statim. 
sumend, 


R. Liq. Potas. Arsenit. gtt. viij. 


night and morning ; add one drop 
to each dose. 

28th. Slight chill yesterday at 
12,M. At10 P. M.a very se- 
vere paroxysm. Chill severe and 
long. Heat violent, and sweat 
profuse. Distress at the stom- 
ach ; nausea ; vomiting of bile ; 
asks for an emetic. Got anemet- 
ic of antim. and ipecac. 

29th. Ague at 7 P.M. Hot 
fit very severe. Paroxysm had 
gone off at 9, when he fell asleep. 

30th. Paroxysm began at 6 P. 
M., and lasted till 2 A.M. Un- 
easiness at the stomach continues. 
Cerat. Cantharid. 4 by 7, to the 
seat of pain. 


3ist. Better. No paroxysm. 

Sept. Ist, 2d, 3d and 4th. No 
paroxysm. 

5th. No paroxysm. Omit Li- 
quor Potas. Arsenit. and give the 
following four times daily. 


R. Infus. Cinchon. 3i. 


Tinct. Cinchon. Comp. 3ij. M. 


22d. Discharged well, having 
had no paroxysm since the 30th ult. 


8. Quotidian. 


Wm. Wallace, aged 38. May 
25th. The disease in this case 
was of two months’ standing, and 
till within a few days the parox- 
ysm occurred daily. Now, par- 
oxysms less regular, though one 
took place yesterday at 1 P. M. 
and rigor commenced today at the 
same hour. He had the warm 
bath which at once checked it. 

26th. Cathartic, and was di- 
rected to take the following at 5 
and 9 o’clock, P. M. and at 6 and 
10 o’clock tomorrow, A.M. 


R. Vini Quinine Sulphat. 3ss. 


May 27th. 12 M. Chill com- 
ing on; by mistake, went into the 
warm bath. Paroxysm entirely 
checked by the bath. Continued 
to take the Vin. Quinin. Sulph. 
till the 3lst inst. No paroxysm 
since the 27th. On June 2d dis- 
charged well. 


4. Quotidian. | 
P. Keef, etat. 35. May 4th. 
Attacked about a month ago. Dai- 
ly paroxysms at noon; less severe 


for a few days; vomits in the sweat- 
ing stage ; has diarrhea. Warm 


bath. Afterwards a cathartic of 
rhubarb with tincture of opium. 
Next day (5th) had the same 
without laudanum. At 10 A. M. 
had a paroxysm, chill and heat. 
Sweat very slight, and principally. 
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on the face. 5th. No paroxysm, 
and on the 6th began Vin. Quinine 
Sulphat. 3ss. every three hours. 
7th. Omit medicine from 10 A. 
M. till 7 P. M. and then resume. 
Omitted on account of return of 
diarrhea. 8th. Vin. every six 
hours. The medicine was con- 
tinued with increasing intervals 
till the 16th. No paroxysm since 
the 5th. Discharged by request. 
Well. 
5. Quotidian. 


Wm. Allen, etat. 24. Aug. 
23d. Disease occurred about a 
month ago. Has recently work- 
ed on Worcester canal; was in 
Savannah three months ago. Dai- 
ly paroxysm. Has taken for a 
week large doses of cinchona 
without check to the paroxysm. 
Is quite well in intervals, but has 
much pain in the back and limbs, 
with dizziness, during the fit. 
Pulse now 72. Muscular strength 
diminished. Sleeps well. 


R. Quinine Sulphat. gr. vj. 


now, and repeat every two hours 
till three doses are taken ; then 
once in four hours till two have 
been taken, and afterwards once 
in six hours. 

Aug. 25th. Pulse 72. Hada 
chill yesterday, at 12 M.; less 
severe and shorter. Was in bed 
three hours. No dejection. 


R. Infus. Senne Comp. Ziij. 


Repeat in five hours, if no dejec- 
tion before. Continue sulphate 
of quinine, gr. vj. once in six hours. 
26th. Two dejections from one 
dose. No chill; feels well. 


R. Quinin. Sulphat. gr. iv. 
now, and every six hours. 
27th. No paroxysm. 


28th. No paroxysm. No dejec- 
tion. Repeat draught of the 25th. 


29th. Three dejections. No 
paroxysm. Continued quinine 
till Sept. Ist. Has continued 
free from disease. Discharged 
well. Recommended to continue 
quinine for some days. 


6. Quotidian. 


C. G. C. H., etat. 15. Sept. 
2d. Paroxysms at about 11 
o’clock A. M. Disease began 
about a fortnight since in New- 
York. Appetite now small ; 
tongue coated; costive; pulse 
108; feels very weak; is very 
pale ; sleeps well. 

R. Ol. Ricini, 3 vj. 
Tinct. Senne Comp. 3ij. M. 


now. 
Sept. 2d. 50’clock P. M. Oil, 

&c. operated ; is now sweating ; at 

6 this evening take the following : 


R. Quinine Sulphat. gr. iv. 

Aq. 3ij. 

Syrup Simp. 3i. M. | 
now, and repeat every three 
hours. 

3d. Powders omitted by mis- 
take at4P.M. Pulse 84. Take 
a powder of yesterday now, and 
repeat every four hours. 
4th. Nausea; vomiting of green 
liquid; no dejection; no paroxysm. 
R. Infus. Sen, Compos, 3 ij. 


now, and repeat in three hours if 
no operation. Omit quinine for 
six hours, and then resumé its use. 

5th. Three dejections after 
one dose. Feels remarkably 
well,—-tongue clean,—continue 
medicine. 

10th. Daily amendment,—no 
return of paroxysm. Discharged 
this day, well. 


7%. Quotidian. 


J. Ryan, wetat. 23. May 3ist. 
Disease began with distinct chill, 
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thirty-three days ago in East Flo- 
rida, about 1 o’clock P. M. Has 
continued daily since. Is less se- 
vere now, but paroxysms have 


_ gradually anticipated the hour of 


original attack ; now about 11 A. 
M. Has lost flesh since the dis- 
ease, but is well during intervals. 

June Ist. Cold stage began at 
9 this morning. Had one small 
dejection yesterday. 


R. Hyd. Submur. gr. x. 
Pulv. Jalap, gr. xij. M. 


now, and if no operation in four 
hours, the following : 


R. Infus. Senne Comp. ij. 


To be repeated in four hours af- 
ter if necessary. After operation, 


R. Quinine Sulphat. gr. iij. 


In two hours after, quin. sulphat. 
gr. ij. and repeat every hour. 

2d. Two copious dejections af- 
ter one dose of senna. Has since 
taken 4 powders of quinine, and 
then omitted them on account of 
pain inthe bowels. Noparoxysm 
since report. Begin powders of 
two grains, and repeat after every 
two hours. Omit during chill 
and fever, and after the paroxysm 
is over begin with quinine 3 
grains, as before. Now on bed 
expecting chill. 

3d. No paroxysm since report. 
Is very comfortable. No dejec- 
tion. If none today, take tomor- 
row morning fasting, infus. senne 
comp. 3lij. 

4th. One dejection. Continue 
quinine. No paroxysm. 

17th. Has had no paroxysm 
since Ist inst. Is now perfectly 
well, and is discharged. 


8. Quotidian. 
B. McCormick, etat. 22. June 


Ist. Attacked three weeks ago 
at St. Augustine. During the 


paroxysm has severe headache 
and pain at the epigastrium. Fit 
occurred today at 12, noon, yes- 
terday, 1 o’clock P.M. Pulse 
now 120; skin hot ; countenance 
morbid ; has not lost much flesh, 
but strength is diminished. Had 
cathartic as in the preceding case, 
and then began the sulphate of 
quinine in the same dose. 

June 2d. No paroxysm. Has 
nausea after quinine ; less pain in 
the epigastrium ; pulse 84. Di- 
minish quinine to one grain ata 
dose, once in three hours. If 
nausea, an emetic was directed. 

3d. No paroxysm. Reports 
himself altogether better. Pulse 
60. After the third dose of qui- 
nine, was oppressed at the stom- 
ach, and the interval was length- 
ened to six hours. 

16th. No paroxysm since the 
last report. as been occasion- 
ally costive, and has taken infus. 
senne comp. when required. 
Has continued quinine, and today 
is discharged well. 

In some of the above cases the 
places where the fever was pre 
duced are not mentioned. It is 
hardly necessary to say that all 
the patients had resided in the 
southern and middle States, where 
iutermittents are always more or 
less rife. W. C. 


II. 
INFLAMMATION OF THE TONGUE. 
By W. Cuannine, M.D. 

Turis is not a very frequent 
disease. A case of it came un- 
der my notice not long since, of 
which the following is a brief ac- 
count. The patient was a girl of 
8 years of age. The first symp- 
toms were pain in the tongue, not 
distinctly referred to any one spot; 
and a difficulty of protruding it, 
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with increased pain when this 


was attempted. The greatest 
difficulty was experienced on at- 
tempting to swallow. At first it 
was rather awkwardness im per- 
forming this function than great 
suffering. These symptoms in- 
creasing, I was called to see the 
child. On examination, the tongue 
was found swollen or protruded 
towards the roof of the mouth ; 
its movements were made with 
difficulty, and its surface, where 
seen, covered with a firm, thick, 
white exudation like 
ymph. This coating adhered 
firmly to the tongue. The voice 
was altered. ‘The child was still 
able to swallow liquids. There 
were no symptoms of constitution- 
al irritation. ‘The face was pale, 
and the strength somewhat re- 
duced by the degree of fasting 
which the tumor had made neces- 
sary. The symptoms increased, 
but before they had arrived at a 
height which demanded an opera- 
tion, an abscess burst in the 
mouth, and a large discharge of 
us took place. The relief was 
immediate and permanent. On 
examination it was found that the 
pus had found its way and was 
still flowing, from the left side of 
the tongue, and apparently from 
the loose texture by which this 
organ is attached at its under 
and lateral] surface to the jaw. 
It is probable that in this case, 
the proper substance of the tongue 
was but partially involved in 
the disease. A tumor had form- 
ed in the loose texture above 
referred to, and pressed the 
tongue upwards as described. 
There can however be no doubt 
that the tongue itself partook of 
the disease, from the peculiar 
coating which has been pointed 
out as covering it. 
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Cases of inflammation of the 
tongue are occasionally published 
in the foreign journals. The fol- 
lowing is from the Edinburgh Me- 
dical and Surgical Journal. 

‘‘A stout healthy man, aged 
35, came on the 9th of February 
last, to consult me about the state 
of his tongue. On interrogating 
him he gave me the following 
particulars 

‘‘ On the 7th he was employed 
in building the wall of a house. 
Not long after he returned home 
in the evening from his work, he 
felt an acute pain in the tongue, 
at first so circumscribed that it 
could be covered with the point 
of the fore-finger, but speedily 
extending over the whole surface 
of the organ. The pain was at- 
tended with a most distressing 
sensation of heat, and a feeling as 
if the tongue was gradually and 
uniformly enlarging. The lingual 
arteries throbbed violently, and 
the saliva adhered tenaciously to 
the roof of the mouth and surface 
of the tongue. He was restless 
and a little feverish, and com- 
plained of headache. With little 
variation in the symptoms, the 
tongue continued to increase to 
such a size that it protruded from 
the mouth, separating the jaws to 
the extent at least of half an inch. 
When the disease assumed this 
aspect, he became dreadfully 
alarmed, and between twelve 
and two o’clock called upon me. 

‘On examining the tongue I 
found that it occupied a large 
proportion of the cavity of the 
mouth; and I could with difficulty 
introduce my little finger between 
it and the upper jaw. It felt 
smooth and hard to the touch, and 
had a thick coating of viscid mu- 
cus. From the high degree of 


tension its point presented a glis- 
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tening appearance. The patient 
had his jaws wrapped up in flan- 
nel; his countenance betrayed 
great anxiety; his pulse beat 
strong and frequent, and his skin 
was hot. 

‘“¢'The treatment adopted was 
as follows :— 

opened a vein at the bend 
of the arm, and withdrew bivcd 
to the extent of thirty ounces. 
Having secured the wound, I re- 
mained a few minutes to observe 
the result of the bleeding ; and 
before I quitted the apartment he 
thought himself rather relieved. 
In an hour afterwards I returned 
and repeated the venesection to 
the same extent, which produced 
rood effects, for he could articu- 
late somewhat intelligibly. Ihad 
hopes that the swelling would 
gradually decrease without fur- 
ther interference with the lancet; 
but if not, I was decided on the 
steps I should next pursue. 

‘¢ Three hours afterwards I re- 
peated my visit ; but instead of 
finding, as' I expected, evident 
marks of improvement, the dis- 
ease, on the contrary, had rapidly 
increased. At this period respi- 
ration through the mouth was to- 
tally suspended ; and he could not 
breathe even through the nostrils 
but with difficulty. His counte- 
nance was flushed and anxious ; 
the pulse was fluttering; his 
breath offensive. In short, he 
was threatened with immediate 
suffocation. 

‘* It was now perfectly obvious 
that the only remedy by which 
the patient’s life could be saved 
was the knife. His head being 
properly secured, and the mouth 
opened as wide as possible, a 
scalpel was introduced, with its 
flat surface along the tongue, and 
a deep incision was made in the 


most prominent part of the right 
side. On withdrawing the scal- 
pel a quantity of blood, mixed 
with puriform matter, issued from 
the wound. Ina very short time 
he felt relieved. When this 
wound ceased to discharge blood, 
I made other two incisions, one in 
the middle, and the other in the 
left side of the tongue, but no 
purulent matter followed. The 
bleeding was promoted by gar- 
gling the mouth with warm water. 

local treatment pro- 
duced such a happy and imme- 
diate ei‘ect, that, in a quarter of 
an hour after the first incision 
was made, the patient could ar- 
ticulate words pretty distinctly ; 
his respiration became free and 
easy, and his countenance lost its 
anxiety. The joy he felt at this 
sudden and favorable change, was 
extreme. He was, to use his 
own terms, like a man unexpect- 
edly snatched from the grave. 

On the following morning I 
paid him a visit. I found him sit- 
ting on the edge of the bed quite 
cheerful and happy. I left him 
with strict injunctions that he 
should avoid exposure to cold, 
and gave him a few purgative 
medicines. A few hours there- 
after he was walking in the street 
with his head fortified with flan- 
nel.” 


SELECTED FROM FOREIGN JOUR- 
NALS FOR FEBRUARY, 1828. 


Avillary Aneurism of the Right 
Side. Operation of tying the 
Subclavian Artery. 

Tue following appears to be one 

of the most dexterously perform- 

ed and successful operations of 
the kind on record. 
William Weston, et. thirty- 
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eight, a stout and very muscular 
man, was admitted November 28, 
at Guy’s Hospitat, under the 
care of Mr. Branssy Cooper. 
About three months ago, he felt 
a slight pain and numbness just 
below the middle of the right cla- 
vicle, which extended down the 
arm to the fingers : this occurred 
once or twice a week, increasing 
in severity each time. At the 
end of a month, the paroxysms 
had become so violent that, dur- 
ing their continuance, he was 
obliged to desist from his ordinary 
occupation—that of a wood hawk- 
er. In nine weeks from the first 
attack, his attention was directed 
to a slight fulness upon the upper 
and fore part of the chest. Six- 
teen years ago he worked very 
hard, excavating a dock; he drank 
freely at that time, but has lived 
very temperately for the last few 
years. 

Upon examination, a large puls- 
ating tumor was perceived in the 
axilla of the right side, extending 
to the fore part of the chest, and 
producing a fulness, about the 
size of an egg, between the sub- 
clavius muscle and clavicular 
portion of the pectoralis major : 
the tumor could be traced so far 
back as the edge of the latissimus 
dorsi; the base could not be dis- 
tinctly felt; handling the swelling 
increased the pain; a very slight 
pressure on the subclavian artery 
completely stopped the pulsation 
in the tumor. The arteries of 
the arm were uninfluenced by the 
aneurism, the pulsations at both 
wrists corresponding, which, how- 
ever, Were unusually feeble. The 
numbness and pain had become so 
great as entirely to deprive him 
of rest. He was ordered a little 
aperient medicine a day or two 
prior to the performance of the 


operation, which took place on 
Tuesday, December 4th. 

The patient was placed upon a 
long table, in the horizontal posi- 
tion,* with the shoulders slightly 
elevated, the head directed to the 
left side, the right arm forcibly 
drawn down, and the shoulder de- 
pressed. The integuments cov- 
ering the clavicle were stretched 
upon the chest, and the operation 
commenced by making an incision 
about three inches long, which 
laid bare the edges of the sterno- 
cleido-mastoideus and trapezius 
muscles ; when the skin, from its 
natural elasticity, retracted, so 
as to leave a free opening above 
the clavicle, exposing the super- 
ficial cervical fascia, the platys- 
ma myoides being perfectly di- 
vided. The centre of this inci- 
sion was met by a vertical cut, in 
the direction of the posterior edge 
of the sterno-cleido-mastoideus. 
The external jugular vein was 
distinctly seen on the inner side. 
The anterior edge of the scalenus 
anticus muscle was next laid bare 
by clearing away (with the sharp- 
ened handle of the knife) the con- 
densed cellular texture, during 
which process the omo-hyoideus 
was exposed, and the artery seen 
immediately emerging from be- 
tween the scaleni: it was easily 
cleared from the surrounding 
parts, so as to admit of the pas- 
sage of the aneurismal needle. 
This instrument deviated from 
the one generally used, by form- 
ing a larger portion of the seg- 
ment of a smaller circle, so as to 
occupy much less room. A sin- 
gle silk ligature was passed under 
the artery, and tied in the ordina- 


* Mr. Cooper here remarked upon the 
necessity of the horizontal posture, for the 
entire deprivation of ali muscular action, 
every fixed point being thus taken away. 
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ry way : the vessel could then be 
seen pulsating between the heart 
and the ligature, although previ- 
ously the pulsations could scarce- 
ly either be seen or felt. One 
end of the ligature being cut off 
close to the artery, the other was 
left at the external wound. The 
integuments were brought togeth- 
er by a single suture and adhesive 
sire and the right arm and 

and were enveloped in flannel. 
The patient was then replaced in 
bed, having scarcely lost an ounce 
of blood : indeed, only one small 
artery was divided, and which 
ceased bleeding without being 
tied. The pulsation in the tumor 
entirely ceased upon the applica- 
tion of the ligature, and the sac 
soon became completely empty. 
The patient expressed great re- 
lief, and did well. 


Case of Premature Growth. 


B. Eckhofer, born in 1806 of 
healthy parents : her mother had 
six children, all of whom had been 
very robust. At birth, she was 
twenty-three inches long, and 
weighed about two pounds more 
than usual. The fontanels of the 
cranium were not at all ossified. 
From the eighth day the mother’s 

‘milk was found insufficient, and 
was given. A fortnight af- 
ter birth, four teeth appeared ; 
but, excepting the unusual size 
of the child, nothing extraordinary 
was remarked until the seventh 
month, when she was weaned, 
and, although her food was not of 
a very digestible quality, her 
health continued good. She now 
began to walk. The incisor teeth 
protruded through the gums, and 
the hair, which had hitherto been 
fair, became dark, and grew so 
fast as to reach the middle of the 
back. At nine months old she 
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menstruated, and, in fact, exhib- 
ited every sign of puberty. The 
first time, the discharge continued 
for seven days, aud occurred reg- 
ularly until her death, which took 
place when she was twelve years 
of age. After the ninth month 
she did not for some time grow so 
rapidly, but at six years of age 
she was three feet nine inches in 
height, and weighed fifty-four 
pounds. It is remarkable that, 
notwithstanding the general de- 
velopment of the body, and of 
the organs of generation in par- 
ticular, she never exhibited any 
sign of sexual instinct. 


Extirpation of Ovarian Tumors. 


There is a curious contrast be- 
tween the medical and surgical 
practice of our continental breth- 
ren,——the former employing such 
remedies as marsh-mallow pti- 
sans and orange-flower water, and 
exclaiming against the practice of 
England as fit only for horses: the 
latter ventures on operations so 
daring, that most English surgeons 
shrink from performing them. Of 
late years, however, some of the 
operators of this island have 
shown an anxiety to import such 
operations from the continent, or 
to invent others which vie with 
them in boldness. Mr. Lizars, 
of Edinburgh, published four 
cases. in which long incisions had 
been made into the abdomen, from 
which the bowels protruded, for 
the removal of tumors of the ova- 
ry. Of the four patients who 
were the subjects of this opera- 
tion,.one died, (we do not like to 
use a stronger expression ;) in an- 
other, when the abomen was laid 
open, no tumor was found ; in the 
third, the tumor adhered so ex- 
tensively that it could not be re- 
moved ; in the fourth, one tumor 
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was removed, but another, almost 
as large, was left behind. One 
would suppose that these results 
would have been sufficiently dis- 
couraging, yet Mr. Lizars takes 
for his motto this sentence: ‘ If 
English surgeons will not perform 
these operations, those of France 
and America will.” Although 
Mr. Lizars has formed an esti- 
mate of these cases exactly the 
opposite to that of ninety-nine 
men out of a hundred, he de- 
serves great credit for the can- 
dor of his publication. 

We understand, on authority 
which we cannot doubt, that, 
within the last month or two, a 
pgp nv of note in this town 
as extirpated the uterus of a 
on woman from the country. 

hat the result was, we know 
only from report, but we think, 
in honesty to his brethren, he is 
bound to publish it. Whether 
successful or not, it will be a 
useful guide to those who are de- 
liberating about the propriety of 
_ performing this operation. No- 
thing can be more mischievous 
than to publish only fortunate 
cases, except it be to permit fail- 
ures to circulate as successes. 
A few months ago a paragraph 
appeared in the Literary Gazette, 
headed ‘ Extraordinary Surgical 
Operation,” stating that a tumor, 
eight pounds in weight, and larger 
than a man’s head, had been ex- 
tracted through an incision nine 
inches Jong, from the abdomen of 
a woman, with great facility, and 
with the loss of not more than 
two ounces of blood. Since then 
it has been copied into the New 
Monthly Magazine. What will 
our readers think when we tell 
them that the poor woman died 
a few days after the operation ; 
yet this important appendix to the 
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case has never been added to it, 
and it has circulated as a success- 
ful operation among the numerous 
readers of the Literary Gazette 
and the Monthly Magazine; many 
of them, of course, medical men, 
and some of them young surgeons, 
longing to flesh their knives with 
some such surgical enterprise. 


Spina Bifida cured by Puncture. 


A child was taken to Professor 
Rueerert, with paralysis of the 
inferior extremities. Upon exa- 
mination, it was found that spina 
bifida existed upon the lumbar 
vertebre. ‘The tumor was trans- 
parent, and painful upon pressure. 
There was an obvious fluctuation 
in it. The mother was desired 
to protect it from injury as much 
as possible, and no curative means 
were attempted. The child was 
shortly afterwards entrusted, per- 
fectly naked, to the care of its 
sister for a few moments, and by 
some accident the tumor was 
punctured. A large quantity of 
fluid escaped, and the child suf- 
fered no inconvenience. It was 
taken almost immediately to M. 
Bozekt, who found the tumor 
flaccid and wrinkled. Slight 
pressure was applied by means 
of a bandage; but ina few days 
the tumor again enlarged, although 
it did not regain its original size. 
It was now punctured with a nee- 
dle, and its contents evacuated. 
Slight inflammation arose on the 
following day in the tumor, and 
adhesion took place between the 
skin and surrounding parts. A 
small quantity of fluid again col- 
lected, which was removed ina 
similar manner. Compression 
was again applied, and the sur- 
rounding parts became complete- 
ly consolidated. In the course of 


a year, the vertebral column had 
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acquired a _ semi-cartilaginous 
hardness, and the paralytic affec- 
tion of the inferior extremities 
was entirely removed. A thin 
sheet of lead was kept upon the 
part by means of a bandage. 

Another child was treated in 
the same manner, and with simi- 
lar success. 

The relater of these cases ob- 
serves, that so fortunate a result 
must not be expected when spina 
bifida is complicated with hydro- 
cephalus. 


Treatment of Traumatic Tetanus. 


The symptoms of this formida- 
ble disease in many cases do not 
appear until many days have 
elapsed after the infliction of the 
local injury. In such instances, 
Dr. Wenpt recommends that 
calomel should be freely exhibit- 
ed, so as to produce very abun- 
dant alvine evacuations. In this 
country purgatives have been of- 
ten tried, but_ mercury has not 
been administered in the manner 
advised by Dr. W. In the first 
case he has adduced, the patient 
was attacked with tetanic symp- 
toms fourteen days after a surgi- 
cal operation. The jaw was 
completely locked ; the body ri- 
gid. Twograins of calomel were 
given every two hours. The 
symptoms not being alleviated, 
six grains of jalap were added to 
each dose. The bowels were 
freely acted upon, and on the fol- 
lowing day the extreme rigidity 
of the muscles was much dimin- 
ished. The wound continued 
healing. ‘The same doses of ca- 
lomel were given, but at more 
distant periods. In four days the 
spasmodic symptoms had almost 
entirely subsided, A slight diff- 


culty in opening the mouth alone 
remained, and this was relieved 
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by friction. The salivary glands 
were not at all affected. 

In another case, which also fol- 
lowed an operation, the patient 
was seized with tetanic symptoms 
after imprudently exposing her- 
self to cold. Calomel was ad- 
ministered in the same manner, 
and in four days every alarming 
symptom had subsided. 

Dr. Wendt has since seen ma- 
ny similar cases of trismus and 
tetanus, succeeding to local inju- 
ry, and the alvine treatment, he 
states, has always been crowned 
with success. 


Prurigo cured by Colchicum. 


A man, et. 70, was admitted with 
the disease in its inveterate form. 
Dr. Elliotson gave half a drachm 
of the wine of colchicum ter die. 
This the patient took for three 
weeks, at the end of which time 
he was dismissed cured. 


HOSPITAL REPORT. 


Removal of half of the lower Jaw 
Bone for Osteo-sarcoma. 


Origin of the Disease. 


James Cock, blockmaker, aged 
17. Sixteen months since received 
a violent blow on the left side of the 
lower jaw. In four months after, he 
perceived an enlargement of the 
bone on that Side, which for ten 
months was slow, but for the last 
month has been rapid. The tumor 
now produces a most unsightly pro- 
jection of the face on the left side. 
At first view it appears to be seated 
on the front of the bone, but on ex- 
amination is ascertained to extend 
inward to the mouth as well as out- 
ward. The whole of the left side 
of the jaw is found to be in an en- 
larged state from the chin to the ear ; 
and the projection in front of the 
bone is of the size ofa large egg. The 
Consulting Physicians of the hospital 
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having examined the patient, agreed 
that nothing could save the patient’s 
life but an operation. This was ac- 
cordingly performed by Dr. WARREN 
on the following day. 


Operation. February, 1825. 


An incision was begun close to 
the fore part of the ear and carried 
downward to the angle of the jaw, 
thence forward, in a semicircular 
form to the chin, pursuing the line of 
the lower edge of the jaw. The 
skin and muscles were dissected up- 
ward so as to uncover the jaw and 
thetumor. The dissection was then 
carried under and within the jaw, to 
separate it from the mouth. Next, 
the two front teeth of the left side 
were removed. Then the bone was 
sawn through at the chin by Hey’s 
saw ; in doing which, it was necessa- 
ry to have the bone supported by an 
assistant, on account of its unsteadi- 
ness under the saw. In this way 
the bone being divided, the anterior 
part of it was drawn forwards and 
the knife carried on its inside, to 
complete the division of the flesh 
within, up to the joint. The bone 
being found to be enlarged quite into 
the socket, it was necessary to dis- 
articulate it. In order to accomplish 
this the attachment of the temporal 
muscle to the coronoid process was 
cut off, and with less difficulty than 
was expected. After this, the liga- 
ments of the joint being cut, the 
bone was removed from its socket. 

The facial artery was divided ; 
agd the internal maxillary artery, 
being in contact with the tumor, was 
necessarily cut off. Both bled furi- 
ously, but were readily stopped by 
compressing the carotid artery firm- 
ly, while they were secured by liga- 
ture: The patient did not lose much 
blood; nor did he complain very 


of the operation. 


The skin was brought together 
and secured by plasters; and the 
large excavation, formed by taking 
out the bone, was filled by sponges 
on the outside of the dressings and 
well secured by bandage. 


On the evening of the operation, 
the patient, after appearing well, 
was excessively faint; not from loss 
of blood but from constitutional sym- | 
pathy; and great fears were felt for 
his life. By the use of cordials and 
external warmth he revived, and had 
no further bad symptoms afterwards. 
Great part of the wound was found 
united on the first dressing, and the 
rest healed well, so that in a month 
he was well enough to quit the hos- 
pital. 

Notwithstanding the loss of half 
the lower jaw, he was able to bite 
and chew very comfortably. Before 
the left the hospital, some one asking 
him if he could use his jaw, he an- 
swered, “ Give me a cracker (bis- 
cuit) and I will show you.” . 


Remarks. 


Considering the importance of the 
parts involved in this operation, it is 
remarkable that it should be accom- 
plished with so much ease, and so 
little ill consequence. The affection 
of the constitution at a period a few 
hours subsequent to the operation 
was indeed great, but soon passed 
off. Young persons suffer more by 
constitutional sympathy from opera- 
tions, than old ones; that is, they 
are in more danger of being depress- 
ed and dying than old people, under 
the same loss of blood. Infants ope- 
rated on for hare-lip, sometimes die 
from this cause, to the great aston- 
ishment of the surgeon, Children 
subjected to amputation and other 
considerable operations, now and 
then sink where there has been very 
little effusion of blood. Such occur- 
rences should lead us to watch these 
young patients with more than ordi- 
nary attention, As an exemplifica- 
tion of the difference of impression 
made by operations on patients of 
different ages, compare the effect of 
this operation on a healthy muscular 
young man, with that related in the 
second number of this journal ona 
person of feeble constitution and ad- 
vanced period of life. 
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BOSTON, TUESDAY, MARCH 95, 1828. 


BOSTON MEDICAL DISPENSARY 
REPORTS. 


For the Month of February, 1828. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT, 
Whole number of cases, 61. Of 


Abortus - - - 2 
Arthrosia acuta - - 2 
do, chronica 1 
Catarrhus - - 1 
Causis - 1 
Chlorosis - - - 1 
Contusio - 1 
Dyspepsia - - 8 
Gastritis - - - 6 
Helminthia - 3 
Odontia dentitionis - 3 
Paramenia obstructionis - 2 
do. superflua - 1 
Parturition - . A 
Paruria retentionis - - ‘1 
Phlegmone - - 1 
Pleuritis - - - 1 
E. Pneumonitis - 1 
do. notha - 8 
Prurigo 
Punctura - 1 
Sarcoma tuberculosum - 1 
Sphacelus - - - 2 
Struma - - - 1 
Synochus - - 2 
do. puerperarum - 1 
Uleus - - 3 
Vaccinia - - - 4 
J. W. McKean. 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 

The number of cases was 65: of 
these, 19 were vaccinia, and 2 were 
puerperal ; 65—21=—44 cases re- 
quiring medical or surgical treat- 
ment. Of 


Apoplexia - - 1 
Arthrosia lumborum - 1 
E. Bronchitis - - - 3 
Catarrhus ss - - - 4 
Cholera - - - 2 
Chorea - - 1 
Diarrhea 1 


Dyspepsia - ~- 
Fracture - 
Furunculus 
He morrhagia uterina 
Helminthia - 
Hepatitis - 
Hydarthrus - = 
Marisca cruenta - 
Ophthalmia - 
Paralysis hemiplegia 
Paramenia difficilis 

Paristhmitis maligna 
Phlegmone mamma 

E. Pleuritis - 
E. Pneumonitis 
Synochus = 
Typhus - 
Ulcus fistulosum lingue - 


The weather was remarkably warm 
and changeful; with the interposition 
of three cold, clear and windy days, 
of so'ne rain, and of a violent snow- 
storm on the 24th, 

The patients under puberty were 
$8 per cent.; last month they yield- 
ed 0.53 of the cases. 

In the last month adult females 
constituted .07 of the patients la- 
boring under acute disease ; in this 
month, they furnished 32 of such 
cases. 

0.40 of the medical cases were of 
bronchial or thoracic disease. 

Derangements of the functions of 
the alimentary canal were frequent, 
attending many of the cases, and in 
some presenting the most prominent 
symptoms. Some cases of continued 
fever occurred in adult females, and 
were characterised by great gastro- 
enteric disturbance. 

J. G. SrEvENSON. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
Including January. 


Whole number of cases, 137. Of 


Apoplexia entonica - 
Apostema commune 
Arthrosia acuta’ - 
do. chronica 
Asthma | - - 
Bex convulsiva - 


do. humida ~ 
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‘E, Bronchitis - 
Cauma - - 
Catarrhus communi 
Causis - 
Colica rhachialgia 
Delirium tremens 
Diarrhoea mucosa 
Dyspepsia 
Erythema cedematosum 
do. _—_erysipelatosum 
Gangrena caries - 
E. Hepatitis acuta - 
do. _chronica 
Impetigo laminosa 
do. sparsa - 
Paramenia difficilis 
do. obstructionis 
do. superflua 
Paristhmitis tonsillaris 
Phthisis catarrhalis 
E. Pleuritis  - 
E. Poeumonitis 
Porrigo favosa 
do. furfuracea 
do. galeata 
Psoriasis gvrata 
Struma vulg, 
Systremma gast. 
Trismus algidus 
Ulcus vitiosum 
Urticaria - 
Vaccinia 
Vulnus 


In the above the cases of midwife- 
ry are omitted. The case of Apo- 
PLEXY occurred the 9th of February, 
in a female patient aged 34, who the 
29th of January came under treat- 
ment for an ordinary cold (catarrhus 
communis). In five days, after free 
depletion, the patient was apparently 
well, and free from all cough ; when 
suddenly the articulation of the great 
toe with the metatarsal bone, be- 
came very painful and swelled, as it 
had done twice before within two 
or three years, at first from a slight 
injury, though now without any other 
apparent cause than having taken 
some improper food, for which an 
emetico-cathartic was administered, 
and a saturnine poultice moderately 
warm, applied to the foot, to be 
renewed every six honrs. At this 


time there was not the slightest 
catarrhal symptom. In two or three 
days the foot was quite relieved, and 
the head began to ache, at first gene- 
rally, but in twenty-four hours it was 
seated over the eyes, The pulse, 
which had heretofore been natural, 
now became excited and hard. Ve- 
nesection was had recourse to, and a 
cathartic ordered. The eyes were 
very much inflamed ; and there was 
a great intolerance of light. Cloths 
wrung out in a cold saturnine solu- 
tion were applied to the eyes and 
furehead, and the room darkened ; 
the cold applications, however, were 
discontinued in the night by the at- 
tendants, from their being disagreea- 
ble to the patient. The next day 
the patient was much the same, cer- 
tainly no better, Cathartic had not 
operated well ; directed another, and 
the cold application to the head to be 
resumed. The pulse about 90, hard, 
but not full, About 11 o’clock, A. 
M. the attack of apoplexy came on ; 
the patient first lie in a comatose 
state with stertorous breathing, for 
about an hour, and then became 
convulsed generally. 1 visited the 
patient two hours after; found her 
in this insensible comatose state with 
stertorous breathing between the 
spasms. During the spasms the 
breathing was not stertorous, The 
spasms commenced in the muscles of 
the face, such as opening and shut- 
ting the eyes, distortions of the 
mouth, &c., then extending to the 
muscles of the body and extremities. 
Blood was immediately drawn, as 
long as it would continue to flow, 
and amounted to only 163. The 
patient was quiet when the veins 
were opened, but immediately be- 
came convulsed, so much so that two 
or three persons were necessary to 
hold her on the bed while the head 
was supported at the requisite height. 
When 123. of blood had been 
drawn, the patient became tranquil, 
and had no recurrence of the spasms. 
The jaws now relaxed, and she be- 
came able to swallow. A blistering 


1 
i 


94 


plaster, six by six iuches, was appli- 
ed between the shoulders, and hydr. 
submur, with a small quantity of 
ipecac. administered freely. Cold 
applied to the head, and warmth to 
the extremities, which were cold, 
constituted the treatment until the 


next morning; at which time the: 


patient had taken a scruple of calo- 
mel and four grains of ipecac. which 
produced copious discharges during 
the day. The same medicine, in 
smaller doses, was continued for 
three days, when the metallic fetor 
became perceptible in the breath, 
and it was laid aside. The blister 
had drawn well; the eyes were less 
inflamed ; the patient was conscious 
of the calls of nature, but could not 
yet articulate distinctly, or give a 
correct answer to any question, and 
did not recognize the attendants ; 
the pulse was soft, but yet excited. 
A cathartic was prescribed to be 
taken early the next morning. 

On visiting the patient this day 
about noon, learned from the attend- 
ants that about one hour previous, 
which was forty-eight hours from the 
apoplectic attack, she became con- 
scious and perfectly rational, asking 
many questions relative to her situa- 
tion. From this time she gradually 
recovered; the pain left the head ; 
the eyes were soon well ; neither the 
cough nor painful affection of the foot 
returned, ‘The mouth became very 
painful, much swelled and inflamed 
from the calomel, but from which 
she is now nearly well. 

In the same house was another 
case of catarrhus communis, which 
left the patient with a severe pain in 
the head, which has resisted various 
remedies, and is gradually wearing 
itself out. It occurs in the early 
part of the day, and remits in the 
evening. The residence of these 
patients, who are people of color, is 
on the most bleak part of the Neck. 

The cases of diarrhoea mucosa 
occurred in January. The subjects 
were Irish, and miserably poor, resid- 
ing in cold, damp dwellings. The 
eases of pleuritis were with one ex- 
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ception over ten years. Those of 
pneumonitis all under three years, 

The case of TRismus ALGIDUS oc- 
curred Feb, 15th, and was the third 
attack of locked jaw which the pa- 
tient had experienced. While this 
person was at the military post on 
the Mississippi, near the Falls of St. 
Anthony, he suffered from two at- 
tacks of trismus traumaticus oceasion- 
ed by gunshot wounds, This attack 
of trismus algidus followed exposure 
toa raw N.E. wind. It came on in 
the afternoon, like anv electric shock. 
The jaw was at once immovably fix- 
ed. I saw the patient in half an hour, 
and found that the extensor muscles 
of the arms and body were at inter- 
vals of a few minutes spasmodically 
contracted; also the pulse rather small, 
otherwise natural, Bled immediately 
to 20 3 .when the patient became faint. 
The jaws were now pried open, and 
an active emetic of ipecac. and ant. 
tart. administered. After its opera- 
tion the spasms of the extensor mus- 
cles subsided, and the jaw was less rig- 
idly fixed. Ipecac. opium and calo- 
mel, in powders, were directed to be 
taken through the night. Inthe morn- 
ing the patient was better, and I was 
informed that on taking one pow- 
der, he had immediately gone to 
sleep early in the evening, and did 
not awake till the morning, when 
he was very much relieved. The 
jaws could be separated half an inch, 
there was a pleasant moisture upon 
the skin, and no pain except at the 
articulation of the lower jaw, avd 
that only on motion. The powders 
were continued through this day and 
the day following, when a dose of 
castor oil completed the cure without 
the smallest recurrence of any un- 
pleasant symptom. The cases of pleu- 
ritis terminated favorably; those of 
pneumonitis all favorably but one, a 
child aged 11 months, who died Feb. 
18th, ten days after the first attack. 
It was the only death which occur- 
red that month. In January no 
death occurred. 

Crarves T. 
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WESTERN DISTRICT. The Editors acknowledge their 

Whole number of cases, 46. Of obligations to the physicians of the 
Boston Dispensary for the reports of 

diseases which have been received. 
They will thank them in future to send 
the reports to the publisher, Mr. Joha 
Cotton, corner of Washington and 
Franklin streets, as early in the 


Arthrosia acuta - 
do. chronica - 
Burn - - 
Catarrhus pulmon. acut. 
Cephalza intensa 
Colica - - 


Croup - 
Delirium tremens month in which they are to be pub- 
Diarrhea - lished as they can find convenient. 

| Dyspepsia - 
Epilepsy - 

Erysipelas_ - Catcinep Macnesia.—M. Robi- 
Hysteria - quet has found out a new way of ob- 
Parotitis . taining this article at less time and 
Paralysis : expense than attend the usual mode 


Phthisis - 
Pneumonitis - 
Porrigo favosa 
Puerperal - 
Sprain -  - 
Tonsilitis - 
Ulcuscula oris 
Vaccinia - 


of preparing it. It consists in wet- 
ting and pressing strongly in a cloth 
some carbonated magnesia, in order 
to form a cake of 2 smaller volume, 
and then of calcining it. M. Robi- 
quet has thus obtained, in an hour 
and a half, from thirty ounces of car- 
bonate of magnesia, twelve ounces 
. LANE. of burnt and dense magnesia. He 

eaias objects to the opinion, that this is 
MIDDLE DiSTRICT. not so sweet and fine as that made 


H 


in England. 
Whole number of cases, 27. Of ‘ 

Cholera ji vi 1 WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 

Colica - - - - 1 TON, 

Contusio super oculum ex- Ending March 15, at noon. 
"inde nigrescentem 5 1 March 8. Mary Newell, 42 yrs. 
| Ecp. porrigo (in capite)- = 1 Jane Cook, 28 

Ecp. scabies - - 1 

Lydia K. Thayer 

Entasia systremma : 1 10. Benjamin Calle er, 82. 

E. paristhmitis - 1 William’ Fullerton, 38 

E. synochus - 3 11. Themes Costing, 

Hemoptysis- - 1 

Rosel Martin, 26 

Helminthia . - - 2 Louisa L. Sewall, 28 

L. dyspepsia ae 3 George E. Robinson, 4 

Leucorrheea - 1 12. Margaret Rowe, 41 

P Charles B. Hutchinson, 6 

Ophthalmia- - - 1 13. Patrick Hays, 11 mo. 

Paruria still. (strangury ) 1 Rebecca Phillips, ‘51 yrs. 

Phlegm. mam. 1 Alpheus Allen, 36 

14. Elizabeth Neville, 37 

( 15. Elizabeth Turner, 58 

maris. (piles - 

Diseases. Burn, 1—-Consumption, 7-— 
Puellam pep. ° - 1 Child-bed, 1—Dropsy on the brain, 1—Infan- 

i 1—Pleurisy, 1— us fever, 

1, Males, Females, 10.--‘Tota, 
E.G, Davis. 18. 
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NOTICE, 

Ir was stated in the first num- 
ber of this Journal that it would 
be sent to all the former subscrib- 
ers of the New-England Journal 
and of the Medical Intelligencer ; 
with the request that all who did 
not wish to become subscribers, 
would return their copies. It 
has also been sent to a consid- 
erable number of other medical 
gentlemen, in order to give them 
an opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with the work, with the 
same request. As many persons 
may have omitted to notice par- 
ticularly this request, the pub- 
lisher takes occasion to repeat it; 
He requests, therefore, that aLu 
gentlemen who have received the 
numbers of this Journal and who 
do not wish it continued, will 
return by MAIL their numbers as 
far as received, done up in the 
same way as they received them, 
with their names written upon them 
with a pencil, and directed to THE 
Boston MepDIcAL AND Surcicat 
JournaL, Boston. 


Former agents of the New- 
England Journal who receive this 
work, are requested to signify in 
the same way to the publisher if 
they wish them discontinued. And 
if it be inconvenient to them to 
distribute the work, weekly, or 
if it be more desirable to the sub- 
scrivers for whom they take co- 
“™ to receive the same directly 

y mail, they are requested to 
send information to that effect. 


Subscribers are reminded that 
by transmitting the amount of 
their subscription at an early 
day, they will obtain the work at 
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about 15 per cent. less cost than 
if it be delayed. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. . 


ATHENEUM : 
OR, SPIRIT OF THE ENGLISH MAGAZINES, 
no. 96, NEW SERIEs. 


UST published by John Cotton, 184, 
J Washington St. corner of Franklin St. 


Contents.—The Suicide’s Grave--The 
Wanderer—The Prison—The Bachelor's 
Beat. No. I]].—The Robber Spatolino— 
Vicissitudes in the Life of an Actor. No. 
1V.—Trials of Temper. By the Ettrick 
Shepherd—The Royal Reefer and Bob 
Clewlines.—Varieties : Rouse not a Sleep- 
ing Weaver—John Kemble—To prevent 
Snow-water penetrating Boots and Shoes 
—Preparation of Blacking—A Docile Pig 
—Longevity—A Bold Experiment—Beau- 
tiful Pearl. 


SKIN INFIRMARY, 


HIS Institution has for its object the 
treatment of CUTANEOUS DIS- 
EASES. To the poor who are suffering 
from eruptions of any description, medical 
advice and attendance will be given free 
of expense. 
CHANDLER ROBBINS, M.D. 


SULPHUR BATH.—Dr. R. has, at 
his house, a private Sulphur Bath on an 
improved plan, which he will administer 
in cases of Rheumatism, and affections of 
the skin which require it. 

Head of Franklin Place, Boston. 

eop6t 


NEW APOTHECARY’S SHOP. 


p*: W. BRADFORD, finding the prac- 
tice of Physic injurious to his health, 
has relinquished it, and opened an Apoth- 
ecary’s Shop at the head of Poplar Street, 
where he will keep the best of Medicines 
and devote his personal attention to the 
reparation and delivery of the same.— 

he Prescriptions of Physicians will be 
accurately put up and Families may de- 
pend on correctness ; he therefore solicits 
a share of public patronage. 

Medicines may be obtained in the night 
as well as by day. 

Boston, Aug. 30, 1827. 
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